COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, September 21, 2026
                                                         5:00 P.M.
Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman and A. Berger. Absent: Bill Powell and Matt Karels. Staff present: Char Grossman, Scott Huizenga and Deb Ellingson. Media: None. Others. Paul Radermacher, Judy Jeska, Shane Ayres, Al Ross and Melissa Streich.  
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Melissa Streich-Western Minnesota Prairie Waters
Melissa presented to the council what their program entails. Their core mission is to promote the region as an exceptional place to visit, work, and live. Beyond attracting tourists, they are committed to drawing in new residents and retaining old ones-an essential factor for long-term regional sustainability, consistently identified as a top priority by local governments. They support regional marketing efforts by fostering collaboration among local employers, schools, cities, counties, chambers and EDAs. They all work together to showcase the benefits of living and working in Western Minnesota. 
4.b. OAHS FY2027 Budget-Shane Ayres (CFO) & Al Ross (CEO)

Shane outlined some of the main topics of the 2027 budget. He highlighted on the (1) FY2027 Bottom Line, (2) Revenue, Volumes & Payer Pressures, (3) Expense & Service-Line Outlook, (4) Fairway View & Key FY2027 Risks and the (5) Capital Plan.
Berger moved and W. Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-98
RESOLUTION APPROVING ORTONVILLE AREA HEALTH SERVICES FY2027 BUDGET

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the Ortonville Area Health Services Budget for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2027 as presented by Shane Ayres, CFO for Ortonville Area Health Services.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, G. Hausauer and A. Berger  Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-98 passed this 21st day of September 2026.

APPROVE:                                                     ATTEST:

________________________                                ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                       Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                     City Clerk Administrator

4.c. Judy Jeska-Park Board

Judy addressed the council as a park board member with a proposed budget on all the parks within the City of Ortonville. She requested an additional $41,250 to the already $30,000 for 2027. After some discussion, the council agreed to an additional $10,000. $5,000 for spraying of Nielson Park and $5,000 for some new picnic tables.
D. Dwyer moved and A. Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-99
RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ADDITIONAL $10,000 FOR THE PROPOSED 2027 BUDGET FOR THE PARKS DEPARTMENT

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve an additional $10,000 for the proposed 2027 budget for the parks department. $5,000 for spraying of Nielson Park and $5,000 for new picnic tables.  

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: D. Dwyer, A. Berger and G. Hausauer Nay: C. Stattelman and W. Melton.
Resolution 26-99 passed this 21st  day of September 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

________________________                         __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: Pull 10.c and 10.d.
A motion was made by A. Berger and seconded by D. Dwyer and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 9/8/26
A motion was made by A. Berger and seconded by D. Dwyer and passed to approve the council minutes of the 9/8/26 meeting.
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Park Board Meeting Minutes 9/9/26
8.b.*Golf Board Meeting Minutes 9/9/26

8.c.*OAHS Meeting Minutes 8/26/26

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. 
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Resolution Approving Airport Grant Agreement

Berger moved and D. Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-100
approving state airport fund grant agreement with the minnesota department of transportation
It is resolved by the City of Ortonville as follows:

1. That it has applied for and been awarded a State Airport Fund grant by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Agreement No. 1064388, (“Agreement”);

2.  That it hereby agrees to the terms and conditions of the Agreement: and

3. That the proper signing officers are hereby authorized to execute the above-referenced Agreement and any amendments thereto on behalf of the City of Ortonville.
Upon Roll Call vote the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman,  G. Hausauer and A. Berger. Nay: None.

Resolution 26-100 passed this 21st day of September 2026.
APPROVED:                                                   ATTEST:

______________________                              ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                              City Clerk Administrator

10.b.*Gambling Permit-Big Stone Healthcare-11/20/26

Berger moved and D. Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-101
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED 2026 TAX LEVY,

 COLLECTIBLE IN 2027

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville, County of Big Stone, Minnesota, that the following sums of money are proposed to be levied for the current year, collectible in 2027, upon the taxable property in the City of Ortonville, for the following purposes:

General Fund:



 
$928,011

Library:




$104,730

2019 Street Project



$158,327

Public Safety Building:


$  93,760

            2022 Street Project



$  38,041
2026 Street Project



$  44,373

Total Levy:



          $1,367,242

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Ortonville City Council that a meeting will be held on Monday, December 7, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. in the Library Media Center located at 412 2nd Street NW at which time the budget and levy will be discussed and public input allowed.

The City Clerk-Administrator is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to the County Auditor of Big Stone County, Minnesota.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman, G. Hausauer and A. Berger.  Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-101 passed this 21st day of September 2026.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

_____________________                             __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                              Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

10.d*Resolution Approving Proposed Budget-$2,824,109

Berger moved and D. Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-102
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED 2027 BUDGET

     WHEREAS, the Property Tax Law requires local governments to adopt and certify to the County Auditor a Proposed Budget by September 30th; and

     WHEREAS, the 2027 Proposed City budget, consisting of $2,824,109 in revenues and $2,824,109 in expenditures, is adopted under the provisions of the Property Tax Law; and

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville that the City Council does hereby approve the Proposed 2027 Budget as filed in the office of the City Clerk-Administrator.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman, G. Hausauer and A. Berger. Nay: None.
Resolution 26-102 passed this 21st day of September 2026.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

_____________________                             __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                              Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

10.e.*Election Judges for Nov. 3, 2026
Berger moved and D. Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-103
RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL OF HIRING ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION 2026 AND SETTING WAGES

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Ortonville, Minnesota that the following list is hereby approved as election judges for the 2026 General Election with compensation fixed at $18.00 per hour for Election Judges and $20.00/hour for the Head Judge:

Sara Karels                                        Ann Holme

Ruth Strong                                       Anthony Menden

Diane Dwyer                                     Betty Reinke

Michelle Bauer                                  Kim Hasslen         

Char Grossman                                  Denise Fossen                      
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman, G. Hausauer and A. Berger.  Nay: None.

Resolution 26-103 passed this 21st  day of September 2026.

APPROVED:                                                             ATTEST:

______________________                                        __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                           Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                         City Clerk-Administrator

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
a. Golf Cart Fees??-Dillon
The subject of the golf cart fees came up again. The street-utility board had decided to have a 3 year $50.00 fee. After some further discussion, it was decided to eliminate the $50.00 fee. 
b. 2nd Reading of Ordinance 26-04

D. Dwyer moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-104
RESOLUTION APPROVING SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 26-04 REZONING CERTAIN PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the second reading and the adoption of Ordinance 26-04 rezoning LOTS A & B OF BLK. 14 (Armory) from Residential (R2) to Central Business (B1) within the City of Ortonville.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman, G. Hausauer and A. Berger. Nay: None.

Resolution 26-104 passed this 21st day of September, 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

______________________                             ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                              City Clerk Administrator

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:

12.a. Approve Expenditures for 9/22/26
D. Dwyer moved and A. Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-105
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 9/21/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $134,628.25 to be paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: W. Melton, D. Dwyer, C. Stattelman and G. Hausauer. Nay: None. Abstain: A. Berger.
Resolution 26-105 passed this 21st day of September 2026.
APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 6:35 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                      Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                    City Clerk Administrator                                                          
