COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, August 17, 2026
                                                         5:00 P.M.
Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Berger, Powell and Karels. Absent: None. Staff present: Char Grossman, Scott Huizenga, Deb Ellingson, Sam Berger, Tom Dew, and Jesse Roscoe. Media: None. Others: Kirby Athey, Jason Frank, Mark Brown, Paul Radermacher, Marty Siefert, Rick Mosey, Nikki Mosey, Dale Finke, Sharon Finke, Dave Tonn, Anne Tonn, Judy Jeska, Makenna Kehnle, Quinlan Kehnle, Nichole Kehnle and Ben Vonada.   
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Jason Frank (Librarian)-Operating Budget Request

Librarian Jason on behalf of the Pioneerland board is requesting that Ortonville provide a 3% increase over the 2026 funding. For 2027 the budget request is $93,986. The increase will be spent on services, collection and programs to benefit your community, allow for hiring and retention of qualified library staff, and support the increasing costs of materials and delivery. The funding will enable Pioneerland to continue to provide quality library service. 

Jason also mentioned that they strive to offer unique and engaging educational and recreational opportunities to families and library patrons in Big Stone County. From story time for toddlers to support groups for elders experiencing memory loss, that they are there for people of all ages and walks of life. They aim to make hands-on learning a regular part of our operations, utilizing our proximity to the lake, the river, and thousands of acres of public land to experience nature, create art, and explore the history of our region. 
4.b. Kirby Athey (Fire Chief)-Equipment Request 
The fire department is in need of some new extrication tools. They received a quote of $39,748.00 from Heiman Fire Equipment. Kirby requested if the city would be able to help them out so they could purchase the equipment. They have approximately half of the funds from grass burns. City Clerk Char said that they could take the remainder out of the capital budget.
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Melton and passed for the fire department to purchase the equipment with some of the funds coming out of the capital budget.
4.c. Marty Siefert-Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities

Marty just wanted to introduce himself and explain to the council what the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cites is. It is a non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization that represents more that 100 cities in Minnesota. It lobbies in the state legislature and educates officials of key rural and regional municipality issues. Their main issue is to develop viable, progressive communities for businesses and families through economic growth and good local government. They support fair property taxes, good land use planning, sensible environmental regulations, a balanced transportation system and effective economic development tools to meet their goals. Ortonville is a member of the CGMC and pays for general membership dues each year. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Berger and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 8/3/26
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Berger and passed to approve the council minutes of the 8/3/26 meeting. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Dog Bite Incident
Sheriff Mark Brown presented to the council a dangerous dog incident report along with the city attorney Kelsey Stock providing information on the options of the council. The owners were given 14 days to appeal the order by requesting a hearing before the council for a review of determination of a dangerous dog. The mitigation measure steps that are required to remove a dangerous dog declaration are that they provide the sheriff’s department with (1) photos of the dog, (2) install a 6’ chain link fence along with signage, (3) dog training, (4) file an appeal with the sheriff and give copies to Auditor & City, (5) microchip, (6) notify insurance company, (7) start a more advanced training session and (8) start a e-collar, trigger, & prey drive reduction training.  After considering all the evidence that the owner presented on their own behalf to the council and hearing from some friends a motion was made by Berger and seconded by Melton and passed it was determined that in good faith that the owners have followed all the required steps for the dog to remain in their possession. 
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes 8/3/26
8.b.*Park Board Meeting Minutes 8/12/26

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. The FAA will not start the airport runway reconstruction project until next spring due to the lateness of not getting started yet. It would be more beneficial to wait for it to give us a better coating of asphalt in the spring temperatures.
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a. *Resignation of Nolan Fetters from Fire Department
Councilwoman Berger thanked Nolan Fetters for the 20 years of service on the

Ortonville Fire Department.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:

12.a. Endorsing Expenditure for 8/7/26
Karels moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-88
RESOLUTION ENDORSING EXPENDITURE OF 8/7/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the endorsed expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $53,810.47 that was paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-88 passed this 17th day of August 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator
12.d. Approve Expenditures for 8/17/26
Karels moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-89
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 8/17/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $188,138.28 to be paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.
Resolution 26-89 passed this 17th day of August 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 5:43 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                      Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                    City Clerk Administrator                                                          
