COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, May 4, 2026
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman and Powell. Absent: Berger and Karels. Staff present: Char Grossman, Scott Huizenga and Deb Ellingson. Media: Mike Swenson. Others: Ben Vonada, Bob Ross and Bill Vangness.  
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Ben Vonada-Engineer-2026 Utility & Surface Improvement Project
Ben discussed with the council the bids for the 2026 Utility & Surface Improvement Project. The low bid from Voss Plumbing & Heating of Paynesville came in at about 1.5 million below estimate. He has checked references and has gotten feedback, and he believes that they are very capable of performing the work.  They intend to complete Otto Avenue and Eastvold Avenue in 2026 and Highland Hwy likely in 2027. An improvement hearing will be held on May 7th, and the award construction contract will be held on May 18th contingent on the finalization of a funding package from the PFA. They plan on starting in late June or early July. 
4.b. Bob Ross-Minnesota Flag

Bob addressed the council to ask them to consider that the City of Ortonville continues to fly the old Minnesota flag versus the new one. Mayor Hausauer said that they will discuss it more at the next council meeting and directed city staff to put it on the agenda for the May 18th meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Powell and seconded by Melton and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 4/20/26
A motion was made by Powell and seconded by Melton and passed to approve the council minutes of the 4/20/26 meeting. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*
STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. Scott had met with Amber Doshadis from the Watershed Department to look over the damage that was done along the pier area and the retaining walls from the ice heaves. She had mentioned that there is a possibility of receiving some grant money to fix those areas.  
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Gambling Permit-BSAG-Oct. 13, 2026
10.b.*League of Minnesota Liability Coverage Waiver Form

10.c.*Part-Time Seasonal Help for Golf Course

Powell moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-55
RESOLUTION HIRING SIBRAIN PANAMA, AVIER HUGHES, CONNOR OHM, JAMES HODENFIELD AND JAKOBI KUEFLER AS SEASONAL PART-TIME GOLF COURSE/PARKS EMPLOYEES

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to hire Sibrain Panama, Avier Hughes, Connor Ohm, James Hodenfield and Jakobi Kuefler as seasonal part-time golf course/parks employees at a Step 1.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer and Powell.  Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-55 passed this 4th day of May 2026.

APPROVED:                                                                 ATTEST:

________________________                                       ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                              Charleen Grossman    

Mayor                                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

10.d. Targeted Goat Grazing Proposal

The park board had received a quote from Moorse Livestock for goat grazing on the hill west of Nielson Park. The quote entails site prep, setup, maintaining, watering, and the care of the goats while on site. The proposal would be to set up 3-4 different paddocks. Total time is estimated to be 2-3 weeks and would be able to start the first part of June 2026. An estimate of $8,500 was given. The park board had $6,000 budgeted for it, not foreseeing a higher quote. 
Dwyer moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-56
RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ADDITIONAL $2,500 FOR THE GOAT GRAZING PROPOSAL

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve an additional $2,500 for the goat grazing proposal.  $6,000 was budgeted for it, not foreseeing a quote of $8,500.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer and Powell. Nay: None

Resolution 26-56 passed this 4th day of May 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

________________________                         __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a.
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:

12.a. Endorsing Expenditure for 5/4/26

Powell moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-57
RESOLUTION ENDORSING EXPENDITURE OF 4/23/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the endorsed expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $424.90 that was paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer and Powell. Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-57 passed this 4th day of May 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator
Powell moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-58
RESOLUTION ENDORSING EXPENDITURE OF 4/28/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the endorsed expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $592.02 that was paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer and Powell. Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-58 passed this 4th day of May 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator

12.d. Approve Expenditures for 5/4/26
Powell moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-59
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 5/4/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $118,525.83 to be paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer and Powell. Nay: None.
Resolution 26-59 passed this 4th day of May 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 5:40 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                      Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                    City Clerk Administrator                                                         
