COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, April 6, 2026
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Berger and Powell. Absent: Stattelman and Karels. Staff present: Char Grossman, Scott Huizenga, Deb Ellingson and Sam Berger. Media: Mike Swenson. Others: Dave McLaughlin, Paul Radermacher, Tony Loser, Brenda Loser, Judy Beckman. Shane Ayres, Al Ross and Lisa Graphenteen.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: ADD: 10.e. Library Stats and change 10.a. to read as resigned, not terminated. 

A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Powell and passed to approve the agenda as presented.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
CONSENT AGENDA:
a. Shane Ayres-OAHS Audit

OAHS Chief Financial Officer Shane Ayres presented to the council an overview of the 2025 OAHS audit report. He went over the statement of net position performance ratios and the financial performance ratios.

A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Melton and passed to accept the 2025 OAHS audit report as presented.

b. Lisa Graphenteen-Historical Grant for Library

Lisa addressed the council for a possible grant for the library. The funding would come through the Minnesota Historical Society as the project is on the National Register of Historic Places. The MHS has a three-phase process for projects that are seeking grants to be able to rehabilitate a building. 
1.Building Condition Assessment

2. Preparation of Construction Documents/Scope of Work

3. Renovation

Dwyer made the motion and Melton seconded the motion and passed to authorize the EDA to submit a grant application in the amount of $20,000 to MHS by April 10, 2026.

c. Judy Beckman-Big Stone Lake Fish & Ride, Inc.

Judy addressed the council on behalf of the Big Stone Lake Fish & Ride. She said that they are quite concerned if the city sells part of that lot to the Loser’s that the buses wouldn’t be able to get around to unload and load the participants.
d. Tony & Brenda Loser-Response of Proposal

A motion was made by Powell to hold off on their proposal until the street project happens. The motion failed for a second. 

A motion was then made by Melton and seconded by Berger and passed to sell lot 6 to the Loser’s at a value of $4.59 per square foot for $21,000 as presented with the easement. The city attorney will draw up the paperwork.  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 3/16/26
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed to approve the council minutes of the 3/16/26 meeting. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Street & Utility Meeting Minutes 3/16/26
8.b.*EDA Meeting Minutes 2/10/26

8.c.*EDA Meeting Minutes 3/10/26

8.d.*OAHS Meeting Minutes 2/25/26

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. 
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Resignation of Bryan Bjorgan as Summer Rec Director effective March 24th.
10.b.*Hire Tyra Kuechenmeister as Summer Rec Director effective March 24th
Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-47
RESOLUTION HIRING TYRA KUECHENMEISTER AS SUMMER RECREATION DIRECTOR

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to hire Tyra Kuechenmeister as Summer Recreation Director as of March 24, 2026 for $5,000 for the remainder of the 2026 season. 
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell.    Nay: None.

Resolution 26-47 passed this 6th day of April 2026.

APPROVED:                                                                 ATTEST:

________________________                                       ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                               Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                             City Clerk-Administrator

10.c. Armory and Motor Vehicle Lot Decision?
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Powell and passed to decline the purchasing of the Armory and the Motor Vehicle Lot.
10.d.*Independent Fee Review Proposal & Agreement with KLJ for airport project

Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-48
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE INDEPENDENT FEE REVIEW PROPOSAL AND AGREEMENT FOR $4,500 AS AN ESTIMATED FEE FOR SERVICES ON THE AIRPORT RUNWAY CONSTRUCTION
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the independent fee review proposal and agreement for $4,500 with KLJ ENGINEERING LLC as an estimated fee for services on the airport runway reconstruction.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Dorry, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels and the following voted Nay: None.

Resolution 25-48 passed this 6th day of April 2026.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

_____________________                                ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

10.e. Library Stats- Dillon

Dillon presented to the other council members the annual reporting statistics for the Library for 2025. The library sponsored or facilitated 94 onsite programs which 28 of those programs were for children ages 6-11. They also had 46 programs and field trips that were held offsite, with over 500 people attending those events. Total book/DVD circulation for Ortonville was 14,517 for an average of 1,210 items per month.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a. Response of Proposal from Tony & Brenda Loser
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:

12.a. Endorsing Expenditure for 4/6/26

Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-49
RESOLUTION ENDORSING EXPENDITURE OF 4/6/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the endorsed expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $592.04 that was paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell. Nay: Melton. 

Resolution 26-49 passed this 6th day of April 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator

12.d. Approve Expenditures for 4/6/26
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-50
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 4/6/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $290,051.01 to be paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell.  Nay: Melton. 
Resolution 26-50 passed this 6th day of April 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                       Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                     City Clerk Administrator
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                      Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                    City Clerk Administrator                                                            
