COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, February 2, 2026
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Pro-Tem Karels called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Berger and Powell.  Absent: Mayor Hausauer. Staff present: Scott Huizenga and Deb Ellingson. Media: Mike Swenson. Others: Ben Vonada and Paul Radermacher.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed to approve the agenda as presented.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
a. Ben Vonada-Apex Engineering

1. Agenda
2. Preliminary Engineering Report
The city has partnered with Big Stone County to complete the proposed improvements under one construction project so that both parties can engage in cost sharing to reduce total project costs for both entities. The portions of surface improvements under County jurisdiction will be reconstructed by the County, while the underground utility improvements will be completed by the City.
3. Resolution Ordering Improvement & Preparation of Plans
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-15
RESOLUTION ORDERING IMPROVEMENT AND PREPARATION OF PLANS  FOR 2026 UTILITY AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, a report has been prepared by Apex Engineering Group, Inc. with reference to the improvement of the following areas:

· Highland Highway (Greenhouse Hill to a point 400’ north of Lundell Avenue)

· Otto Avenue (Highland Highway to Orchard Street)

· Center Street (Osen Avenue to Otto Avenue)

· Eastvold Avenue (Center Street to a point 150’ west)

· Golf Club Road (Trunk Highway 7 to Highland Highway)

· Upper Parking Lot (west side of 3rd Street between Madison Avenue and Monroe Avenue)

· Lower Parking Lot (east side of 1st Street between Madison Avenue and Monroe Avenue)

by making improvements to the sanitary sewer collection system, water distribution system, storm sewer collection system, street, curb and gutter, sidewalk, retaining walls, and adjoining driveways, and this report was received by the council on February 2, 2026, and

WHEREAS, the report provides information regarding whether the proposed project is necessary, cost-effective, and feasible. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ORTONVILLE, MINNESOTA:

Apex Engineering Group, Inc. is hereby designated as the engineer for this improvement. The engineer shall prepare plans and specifications for the making of such improvement.

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Karels, Berger and Powell.  Nay: None

Resolution 26-15 passed this 2nd day of February 2026.

____________________________________                      __________________________

Matthew Karels                                                                    Debra K. Ellingson
Pro-Tem                                                                               Deputy City Clerk 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Pro-Tem Karels asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Stattelman and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 1/20/26
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Stattelman and passed to approve the council minutes of the 1/20/26 meetings. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a. 
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Street-Utility Meeting Minutes 1/20/26
8.a.1.Recommendation of underground wiring with Midco
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-16
RESOLUTION APPROVING UNDERGROUND UTILITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT WITH MIDCONTINENT
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville that the electrical department has approval to move forward with an underground utility improvement project with Midcontinent for two alleys and one alley for the city. 
Upon roll call vote the following voted aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Karels, Berger and Powell and the following voted Nay: None.
Resolution 26-16 passed this 2nd day of February 2026.
APPROVED:                                            ATTEST:

______________________                      ________________________

Matthew Karels                                         Debra K. Ellingson
Pro-Tem                                                     Deputy City Clerk 
STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. 
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Approve Next Council Meeting Date Change to Tuesday-February 17th-Due to Official Holiday.
10.b.*Resolution Approving Appointed Officials, Commissions & Boards
Berger moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-17
RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTED OFFICIALS, COMMISSIONS & BOARDS 

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville that the following 2026 Appointments be adopted: SEE ATTACHED.

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Karels, Berger and Powell.  Nay: None.

Resolution 26-17 passed this 2nd day of February 2026.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

___________________                                 _______________________

Matthew Karels                                              Debra K. Ellingson
Pro-Tem                                                         Deputy City Clerk

10.c.*WAPA agreement

Berger moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-18
RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT NO. 25-UGPR-109 WITH WESTERN AREA POWER ADMINISTRATION, MISSOURI BASIN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY DBA MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES AND THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to enter into Contract No. 25-UGPR-109 with Western Area Power Administration, Missouri Basin Municipal Power Agency dba Missouri River Energy Service to administer renewable energy certificates for the City of Ortonville. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk-Administrator shall be, and each of them hereby is authorized and directed to execute on behalf of City of Ortonville, Minnesota. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Karels, Berger and Powell. Nay: None.

Resolution 26-18 passed this 2nd day of February 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

______________________                             ______________________

Matthew Karels                                                Debra K. Ellingson
Pro-Tem                                                            Deputy City Clerk 
10.d.*Gambling permit-St. John’s-June 7th
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a.*2nd Reading of Ordinance 26-01
Berger moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-19
RESOLUTION APPROVING SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 26-01 AMENDING BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATIONS SECTION 150.266 (B) WITHIN THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the second reading and the adoption of Ordinance 26-01 amending building permit applications section 150.266 (B) within the City of Ortonville.

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Karels, Berger and Powell. Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-19 passed this 2nd day of February 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

______________________                             ______________________

Matthew Karels                                                Debra K. Elingson
Pro-Tem                                                            Deputy City Clerk 

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 2/2/26
Powell moved and Stattelman seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-20
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 1/20/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $158,817.64 to be paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Karels, Berger and Powell. Nay: None:  
Resolution 26-20 passed this 2nd day of February 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

____________________                         _____________________________

Matthew Karels                                        Debra K. Ellingson
Pro-Tem                                                    Deputy City Clerk 
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Matthew Karels                                                     Debra K. Ellingson
Pro-Tem                                                                Deputy City Clerk                                                            
