COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Tuesday, February 17, 2026
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Absent: None. Staff present: Scott Huizenga, Deb Ellingson and Sam Berger. Media: None. Others: Ben Vonada, Kelsey Stock, Jordan Roggenbuck, Tony Loser, Brenda Loser and Paul Radermacher.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: Remove 4.a. and 7.a.b.c. Add: 10.f. Airport Hangar. A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Melton and passed to approve the agenda as presented.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Julie French-KDIO-Removed
4.b. Brenda & Tony Lozer
Brenda & Tony Lozer has a request to purchase the land between the boat landing and their house at 109 McCloud on the peninsula. They intend to raise their home this spring due to recent flooding issues, replace their deck, and improve landscaping, shoreline and do ongoing maintenance at no cost to the city. Kelsey Stock informed the council that a similar request was made a few years ago and the city would need to contact the DNR to see if they could come up with some sort of compromise. 
A motion was made by Dwyer and seconded by Berger and passed with the city attorney findings of the DNR and city property of the boat landing on the peninsula.   
4.c. Jorden Roggenbuck-State Aid Resolution

Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-21
RESOLUTION APPROVING COUNTY PROJECT WITHIN MUNICIPAL CORPORATE LIMITS FOR STATE AID
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve plans for Project No. SAP 006-635-009 showing proposed alignment, profile grades and cross-sections for the construction, reconstruction or improvement of County State-Aid Highway No. 35 within the limits of the City as a State Aid project has been prepared and presented to the City.  

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None.

Resolution 26-21 passed this 17th day of February 2026.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

_____________________                                ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                  Debra K. Ellingson
Mayor                                                                Deputy City Clerk

4.d. Ben (Apex Engineer) 2026 Utility & Surface Improvements

The City is in partnership with Big Stone County and would like to move forward with making improvements to the underground utility and surface infrastructure. They will need to establish responsibilities and cost participation for both the City and the county. 
4.e. Ben (Apex Engineer) Big Stone County Cooperative Agreement
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-22
RESOLUTION APPROVING RECONSTRUCTION OF COUNTY STATE AID HIGHWAY NO. 35/HIGHLAND HWY
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville to approve reconstruction of County State Aid Highway No. 35/Highland Hwy. between the city and Big Stone County.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-22 passed this 17th day of February 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

________________________                         __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                Debra K. Ellingson
Mayor                                                              Deputy City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Melton and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 2/2/26
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Melton and passed to approve the council minutes of the 2/2/26 meetings. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a. All 3 Facilities Plans removed from agenda due to being on wrong agenda. 
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes 2/3/26
8.b.*Park Board Meeting Minutes 2/11/26
8.b.1. Recommendation regarding changing the prices for Riverside Park

Discussion was held on the pricing of camper and tent spots at Riverside Park. 

A motion was made Karels and seconded by Powell and passed to amend the recommendation of the park board on camper spots for $20.00 which includes electricity and water hookups and tent spots for $5.00. 
STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. 
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*1st Reading of Ordinance 26-02

10.b.*Gambling Permit-Pheasants Forever-March 28, 2026

10.c.*Upper Minnesota Valley Contract for Professional Services

Karels moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-23
RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH UPPER MINNESOTA VALLEY REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to enter into a contract for professional services with Upper Minnesota Valley Regional Development Commission. Compensation for services will be $5,000 (awarded through EECBG funding). The UMVRDC will provide the City of Ortonville with an invoice indicating services provided and total amount due.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.

Resolution 26-23 passed this 17th day of February 2026.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

________________________                         __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                Debra K. Ellingson

Mayor                                                              Deputy City Clerk
10.d.*Upper Minnesota Valley Amended Contract

Karels moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-24
RESOLUTION APPROVING AMENDED CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BETWEEN UPPER MINNESOTA VALLEY REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE
 BE IT RESOLVED AND HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville, Minnesota hereby to approve Upper Minnesota Valley Regional Development Commission contract amendment FY23-08 to extend the period from March 1, 2026, to March 1, 2027, and the maximum amount the CITY will pay is from $36,750 to $37,609 for compensation of services and unit goals.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None.  

Resolution 26-24 passed this 17th day of February 2026.

APPROVED:                                                             ATTEST:

______________________                                        _____________________

Gene Hausauer                                                           Debra K. Ellingson
Mayor                                                                         Deputy City Clerk
10.e. Cannabis Ordinance-Matt (Section 3: Requirements for Cannabis Businesses)

Councilman Karels brought forth amending the minimum buffer requirements. As stated in the ordinance the City of Ortonville prohibits the operation of a cannabis business within 1000 feet of a school. He would like to have it amended to 150 feet.

A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Melton and passed with Berger voting nay upon city attorney approval for amending the minimum buffer requirement to 150 feet from a school and daycares.
f. Airport

A hangar tenant would like to insulate the inside of the hangar at their expense. It was recommended that it should be addressed at the next street-utility meeting. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a. 

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 2/17/26
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-25
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 1/20/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $66,161.01 to be paid. 

Upon roll call the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None:  
Resolution 26-25 passed this 17th day of February 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

___________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                        Debra K. Ellingson
Mayor                                                      Deputy City Clerk 
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 5:45 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                      Debra K. Ellingson
Mayor                                                                    Deputy City Clerk                                                            
