COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Tuesday, January 20, 2026
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Absent: None. Staff present: Char Grossman and Deb Ellingson. Media: None. Others: Ben Vonada, Mark Brown and Paul Radermacher.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Sheriff Mark Brown-End of Year Report for 2025

Sheriff Brown presented the 2025 End of Year Report to the council. He wanted the council to know that he is proud to provide law enforcement services to the City of Ortonville and how everyone continues to support them. He has a highly experienced staff, with most of his deputies having more than 12 years of service. Community involvement is a big part of what they do, providing programs such as internet safety and scams. In 2025 the department upgraded by switching to Axon squad cameras and equipping all licensed staff with body worn cameras. The total number of Incident Complaint Reports for Ortonville alone was 1,575. In Big Stone County it was 3,284. Their biggest ongoing challenges are scams and mental health. He wants the city to know as they move into 2026, the sheriff's office remains committed to serving Ortonville with professionalism and integrity.

4.b. Ben Vonada-Apex Engineers

4.b.1. Project Background

Ben wanted to know if the city would like to move forward with making improvements to underground and surface infrastructure for the golf club road, Highland Hwy, Otto Avenue, Center Street and Eastvold Avenue. If so he recommends the following resolution be adopted. 

4.b.2. Resolution Ordering Preparation of Report & Improvement 
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-11
CITY OF ORTONVILLE, MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION ORDERING PREPARATION OF REPORT ON IMPROVEMENTS FOR GOLF CLUB ROAD, HIGHLAND HIGHWAY, OTTO AVENUE, CENTER STREET AND EASTVOLD AVENUE

WHEREAS, it is proposed to improve the following areas:

· Golf Club Road from Lake Shore Drive (Trunk Highway 7 to Highland Highway

· Highland Highway from a point 350 feet north of Lundell Avenue to Green House Hill

· Otto Avenue from Highland Highway to Orchard Street

· Center Street from a point 100 feet north of Otto Avenue to Osen Avenue

· Eastvold Avenue from a point 100 feet west of Center Street to Center Street

by making improvements to the sanitary sewer collection system, water distribution system, storm sewer collection system, street, curb and gutter, sidewalk, retaining walls, and adjoining driveways, and to assess the benefited property for all or a portion of the cost of the improvement, pursuant to Minnesota Statues, Chapter 429, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE, MINNESOTA:

That the proposed improvement be referred to Ben Vonada with Apex Engineering Group for study and that he is instructed to report to the board with all convenient speed advising the council in a preliminary report as to whether the proposed improvement is necessary, cost-effective, and feasible and as to whether it should best be made as proposed or in common with some other improvement, and the estimated cost of the improvements as recommended.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels and the following voted nay: None.

Resolution 26-11 passed this 20th day of January 2026. 

APPROVED:                                                         ATTEST:

____________________________                        __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                        Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                      City Clerk Administrator

CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Berger and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 1/5/26
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Berger and passed to approve the council minutes of the 1/5/26 meetings. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a. 
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes 1/6/26
8.a.1. Recommendation for the revision of zoning code 150.266-building permits

The 1st Reading was made by Powell and seconded by Dwyer and passed to approve the revisions of zoning code 150.266 pertaining to building permits.

8.a.2. Recommendation for the revision of zoning code 150.180-fencing

The first reading was made by Powell and seconded by Dwyer and failed for the revision of 150.018 pertaining to fencing. The council would like it reworded before approving it.
8.b.*Park Board Meeting Minutes 1/14/26
8.c.*EDA Meeting Minutes 12/9/25

8.d.*EDA Meeting Minutes 1/13/26

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. 
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Approve Golf Fees for 2026

Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-12
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE INCREASES OF THE 2026 GOLF MEMBERSHIPS, CITY CART RENTALS AND CART SHED RENTALS
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the increases of the 2026 Golf Memberships, city cart rentals and cart shed rentals.   

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-12 passed this 20th day of January 2026.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

____________________                                _________________________________​​                                                                                                                                                                               Gene Hausauer                                                Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                              City Clerk-Administrator  
10.b.*Pay Equity Implementation Report

Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 26-13
RESOLUTION APPROVing THE PAY EQUITY COMPLIANCE REPORT 
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the 2026 Pay Equity Compliance Report from the Minnesota Management and Budget Department.  

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels and the following voted Nay: None. 

Resolution 26-13 passed this 20th day of January 2026.

APPROVE:                                                  ATTEST:

______________________                         ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                            Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                          City Clerk Administrator

10.c.*Gambling Permit-Healthcare Foundation-April 18, 2026
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a.
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 1/20/26
Berger moved and Karels seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 26-14
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 1/20/26
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $269,093.38 to be paid. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Stattelman, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None:  
Resolution 26-14 passed this 20th day of January 2026.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

____________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                        Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                      City Clerk Administrator
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14.
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                     Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                   City Clerk Administrator                                                           
