COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, December 15, 2025
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Absent: None. Staff present: Char Grossman, Deb Ellingson, Scott Huizenga and Sam Berger. Media: None.  Others: Ben Vonada and Mark Brown.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: ADD: 10.g. Recommendation from Street-Utility committee for purchase of a Box Sand spreader.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Apex Engineer-Ben Vonada

4.a.1. Future Projects 2027, 2028, 2029

Ben went over the future projects of 2027-Penisula, 2028-Minnesota Street North Area, and the 2029-4th Street & Atlantic Ave areas. He did mention that by moving any one of the projects back by more that 4 years it may jeopardize some grant funds. So he suggested to move the peninsula project to 2028, so that it gives the electrical dept. time to complete the 2026  project areas in 2026 and the peninsula in 2027. Now for the funding applications, Apex must complete new PPL requests for all the projects in 2026 and complete the IUP requests and submit plans and specifications to obtain project certification through MDH and MPCA 2 years prior to construction.
4.a.2. Lead Service Line Replacement Project

The final IUP plan is expected to be released in the next couple of weeks. Apex intends to conduct a public meeting with the residents who currently have galvanized/lead service lines. They want to make the residents aware of the process and requirements and to get a list of residents that would like to have the service line replaced. A Task Order will need to be executed following the adoption of the final IUP by the PFA.
4.a.3. Proposed Water & Sanitary Sewer Rates
The council proposed to hold another workshop on January 5th at 4 PM to recap the proposed water rates and to complete the proposed sanitary sewer rates.   
CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Berger and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 12/1/25
A motion was made by Karels and seconded by Berger and passed to approve the council minutes of the 12/1/25 meetings. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a. 
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*OAHS Meeting Minutes & Financials 10/22/25
8.a.1. Recommendation of Executive Officers for 2026

A motion was made by Hausauer and seconded by Melton and passed to approve the recommendation of the OAHS executive boards elections for 2026. President-Jane Vangness Frisch; Vice President-Scott Simonitch; and Secretary/Treasurer-Phyllis Barr. 
8.b.*Golf Board Meeting Minutes 12/11/25

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. Brian has been working hard on getting the ice rink ready hopefully by the weekend.
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Resolution Approving Collection Agency/Unpaid Utility Bills-$6,700.02
Karels and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-91
RESOLUTION APPROVING COLLECTION AGENCY/UNPAID UTILITY BILLS-$6,700.02

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the properties as listed on file in the Office of the Clerk/Administrator be submitted to the Collection Agency for unpaid utility bills in the amount of $6,700.02.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None.

Resolution 25-91 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                   ATTEST:

______________________                             _________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

10.b.*Resolution Approving Levied Accounts/Unpaid Mdse & Labor-$1,919.20

Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-92
RESOLUTION APPROVING LEVIED ACCOUNTS/UNPAID MDSE & LABOR BILLS-$1,919.20

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the properties as listed on file in the Office of the Clerk/Administrator be levied for unpaid MDSE & Labor bills in the amount of $1,919.20.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.
Resolution 25-92 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                              ATTEST:

___________________                             ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                          Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                        City Clerk-Administrator

10.c.*Resolution Approving Levied Accounts/Unpaid Utility Bills-$5,884.94

Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-93
RESOLUTION APPROVING LEVIED ACCOUNTS/UNPAID UTILITY BILLS-$5,884.94

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the properties as listed on file in the Office of the Clerk/Administrator be levied for unpaid utility bills in the amount of $5,884.94.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None.

Resolution 25-93 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                   ATTEST:

______________________                             _________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

10.d.*Resolution Approving Write Offs/Unpaid Utility Bills-$3,173.60

Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-94
RESOLUTION APPROVING WRITE OFFS/UNPAID UTILITY BILLS-$3,173.60

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the properties as listed on file in the Office of the Clerk/Administrator be levied for write offs/unpaid utility bills in the amount of $3,173.60.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.

Resolution 25-94 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                   ATTEST:

______________________                             _________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

10.e.*Resolution Authorizing Increase of Utility Rates

Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-95
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN UTILITY RATES EFFECTIVE ON THE JANUARY 1, 2026 BILLING

WHEREAS, the City of Ortonville has incurred increased operating costs regarding the provision of water, sewer, electric, storm sewer and garbage services to its citizens, and,

WHEREAS, the City of Ortonville needs to increase its water, sewer, electric, storm sewer and garage services to reflect the increased costs,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Ortonville, Minnesota hereby increases its current water rates by 5%, its sewer rates by 5%, its electric utility rates by 5%, storm sewer rates by 5% and garbage rates will be $14.35-32 gallon tote, $18.36-64 gallon tote and $22.79-96 gallon tote.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None.

Resolution 25-95 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

______________________                                  _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                     Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                   City Clerk-Administrator
10.f.*Resolution Approving a 3% Wage Increase
Karels moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-96
RESOLUTION APPROVING A WAGE INCREASE OF 3%

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve a 3% wage increase effective January 1, 2026.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels and the following voted Nay: None.

Resolution 25-96 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

_____________________                                ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                  Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                City Clerk-Administrator

10.g. Resolution Approving the Purchase of a box Sand Spreader

Powell moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-97
RESOLUTION APPROVING PURCHASE OF A VBX 2 CUBIC YARD PINTLE BOX SAND SPREADER FOR $11,450.00
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the purchase of a VBX 2 cubic yard pintle box sand spreader from Carquest for $11,450.00 upon recommendation of the street-utility committee.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels and the following voted Nay: None.

Resolution 25-97 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

_____________________                                ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a.
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 12/15/25
Karels moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 25-98
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 12/1/25
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $195,552.76 to be paid. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None:  
Resolution 25-98 passed this 15th day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

____________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                        Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                      City Clerk Administrator 
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 5:45 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                     Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                   City Clerk Administrator                                                           
