COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, December 1, 2025
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Berger and Powell.  Absent: Karels. Staff present: Char Grossman, Deb Ellingson, Scott Huizenga, Clint Dale and Sam Berger. Media: Mike Swenson.  Others: Paul Radermacher, Kelsey Stock, Jordan Roggenbuck, Mike Green and Thomas Froland. 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Kelsey Stock-Personnel Policy & Minnesota Paid Leave

Kelsey had reviewed the cities personnel policy and presented her changes and additions to the council. A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Powell and passed unanimously to approve the change and additions to the City of Ortonville’s Personnel Policy and the Minnesota Paid Leave. 
4.b. Apex Engineers-Future Projects

4.b.1. Resolution Ordering Preparation on Improvements for 2026 Utility & Street Improvements 
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-85
CITY OF ORTONVILLE, MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION ORDERING PREPARATION OF REPORT ON IMPROVEMENTS FOR 2026 UTILITY AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, it is proposed to improve the following areas:

· Otto Avenue from Highland Highway to Center Street

· Center Street from Osen Avenue to Otto Avenue

· Highland Highway from Greenhouse Hill to 500’ north of Lundell Ave.

· Golf Club Road from Lakeshore Drive to Highland Highway

· City Parking Lot on 3rd Street between Madison Avenue and Jackson Ave. referred to as the Upper Parking Lot

· City Parking Lot on 1st Street between Madison Avenue and Monroe Avenue referred to as the Lower Parking Lot. 

by making improvements to the sanitary sewer collection system, water distribution system, storm sewer collection system, street, curb and gutter, sidewalk, retaining walls, and adjoining driveways, and to assess the benefited property for all or a portion of the cost of the improvement, pursuant to Minnesota Statues, Chapter 429, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE, MINNESOTA:

That the proposed improvement be referred to Ben Vonada with Apex Engineering Group for study and that he is instructed to report to the board with all convenient speed advising the council in a preliminary report as to whether the proposed improvement is necessary, cost-effective, and feasible and as to whether it should best be made as proposed or in common with some other improvement, and the estimated cost of the improvements as recommended.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell  and the following voted nay: None.

Resolution 25-85 passed this 1st day of December 2025. 

APPROVED:                                                         ATTEST:

____________________________                        __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                        Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                      City Clerk Administrator
Ben also addressed that the Minnesota Department of Health has set a goal to replace all lead or galvanized service lines. It is anticipated 100% of the costs related to replacing the lead/galvanized services will be paid for by the PFA.
Berger moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-86
RESOLUTION APPROVING APEX ENGINEER’S MOVING  FORWARD WITH THE LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve Apex Engineer’s to move forward with the lead service line replacement.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell. Nay: None.
Resolution 25-86 passed this 1st day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

____________________                                _________________________________​​                                                                                                                                                                               Gene Hausauer                                                Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                              City Clerk-Administrator          
CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Powell and seconded by Berger and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 11/17/25
A motion was made by Powell and seconded by Berger and passed to approve the council minutes of the 11/17/25 meetings. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a. (Under New Actions 6:00 PM-Budget & Levy Meeting)
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*EDA Meeting Minutes 10/14/25
8.b.*EDA Meeting Minutes 11/10/25

8.c.*Park Board Meeting Minutes 11/12/25

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. None. 
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a. Homeland Security Letter
The city received a letter from Homeland Security & Emergency Management that they are requesting the city to return the disaster funds of $50,556.79 for tree disposal. The city did receive the funds from the insurance company therefore any funds from HSEM is ineligible due to duplication. The city attorney will be addressing this in a letter back to them that this is a final payment and the city will not have any more obligations to the state.
Powell moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 25-87
RESOLUTION APPROVING  THE CITY ATTORNEY TO PROCEED WITH A LETTER TO THE HOMELAND SECURITY OF A FINAL PAYMENT OF $50,556.79 ON PROJECT #686814
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville, Minnesota that the City Attorney will recommend in a letter to Homeland Security & Emergency Management of a final payment of $50,556.79 on project#686814. 
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell.  Nay: None.  

Resolution 25-87 passed this 1st day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                     ATTEST:

______________________                               ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                   Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                 City Clerk Administrator
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 12/1/25
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 25-88
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 12/1/25
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $196,597.12 to be paid. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell. Nay: None:  
Resolution 25-88 passed this 1st day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                           ATTEST:

____________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                        Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                      City Clerk Administrator 
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a. 6:00 P.M. Final 2026 Budget & Levy Meeting
        1. Allow Public Input

Mayor Hausauer closed the regular council meeting and called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 P.M.

A discussion was held regarding the final 2026 Budget and Levy. There being no testimony offered, the public hearing was closed at 6:17 P.M.

        2. Resolution Approving Final 2026 Budget

Powell moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-89
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL 2026 BUDGET
     WHEREAS, the Property Tax Law requires local governments to adopt and certify to the County Auditor a Final Budget by December 26th; and

     WHEREAS, the 2026 Final City budget, consisting of $2,824,801.00 in revenues and $2,824,801.00 in expenditures, is adopted under the provisions of the Property Tax Law; and

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville that the City Council does hereby approves the Final 2026 Budget as filed in the office of the City Clerk-Administrator.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell.  Nay: None.  

Resolution 25-89 passed this 1st day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

_____________________                             __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                              Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

        3. Resolution Approving Final 2026 Levy

Dwyer moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-90
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL 2025 TAX LEVY,

 COLLECTIBLE IN 2026

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville, County of Big Stone, Minnesota, that the following sums of money are to be levied for the current year, collectible in 2026, upon the taxable property in the City of Ortonville, for the following purposes:

General Fund:



 
$878,480

Library:




$100,588

2019 Street Project:



$158,470

Public Safety Building:


$  93,760

2022 Street Project:



$  38,496

Total Levy:



         $1,269,794

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Ortonville City Council that a meeting was held on Monday, December 1, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. in the Library Media Center located at 412 2nd Street NW at which time the budget and levy were discussed, and public input allowed.

The City Clerk-Administrator is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to the County Auditor of Big Stone County, Minnesota.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger and Powell. Nay: None.   

Resolution 25-90 passed this 1st day of December 2025.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

_____________________                             __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                              Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 6:20 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                     Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                   City Clerk Administrator                                                           
