COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, September 15, 2025
5:00 P.M.

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR COUNCILMAN TOM DORRY ON HIS PASSING
Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Absent: None. Staff present: Charleen Grossman, Deb Ellingson and Scott Huizenga. Media: None. Others: Shane Ayres, Al Ross and Mark Brown.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
Al Ross provided the council with some additional opportunities and/or challenges for the 2026 budget. Some of the topics he highlighted were the workforce retention and recruitment to remain competitive, provider retention and recruitment, payer contracting and reimbursements, service growth areas and building on a successful second year of the Service Excellence Initiative.  

4.a. Shane Ayres-CFO OAHS-Approve FY2026 Budget
Berger moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 24-67
RESOLUTION APPROVING ORTONVILLE AREA HEALTH SERVICES FY2026 BUDGET 

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the Ortonville Area Health Services Budget for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2026 as presented by Shane Ayres, CFO for Ortonville Area Health Services.
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None. 

Resolution 24-67 passed this 15th day of September 2025.

APPROVE:                                                     ATTEST:

________________________                                ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                       Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                                     City Clerk Administrator

CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 9/2/25
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed to approve the council minutes of the 9/2/25 meetings. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a.
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes 9/3/25
8.a.1.Recommendation to approve a sign permit from Stein Sign

8.b.*Park Board Meeting Minutes 9/10/25
8.b.1.*Recommendation to remove posts at Northside Park

8.b.2.*Recommendation to prep site for bikes

8.b.3.*Recommendation on Buckthorn removal

8.c.*OAHS Meeting Minutes 7/28/25

8.d.*OAHS Meeting Minutes 8/27/25

8.e.*Golf Board Meeting Minutes 8/12/25

8.f.*Golf Board Meeting Minutes 9/9/25

STAFF REPORTS: 
9.  
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Airport Maintenance & Operations Grant Agreement
Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-68
Resolution Approving authorization to execute Minnesota Department of TransportaTION AIRPORT MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION GRANT CONTRACT
It is resolved by the City of Ortonville as follows:

1. That the State of Minnesota Agreement No. 1060350, “Airport Maintenance and Operation Grant Contract,” at the Ortonville Municipal Airport is accepted.

2. That the Mayor and Clerk-Administrator are authorized to execute this Contract and any amendments on behalf of the City of Ortonville.

Upon Roll Call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.

Resolution 25-68 passed this 15th day of September 2025.
APPROVED:                                                   ATTEST:

______________________                              ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                              City Clerk Administrator
10.b.*Resolution Approving Proposed 2025 Tax Levy Collectible in 2026-$1,269,794-Meeting Dec. 1, 2025

Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-69
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED 2025 TAX LEVY,

 COLLECTIBLE IN 2026

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville, County of Big Stone, Minnesota, that the following sums of money are proposed to be levied for the current year, collectible in 2026, upon the taxable property in the City of Ortonville, for the following purposes:

General Fund:



 
$878,480

Library:




$100,588

2019 Street Project



$158,470

Public Safety Building:


$  93,760

            2022 Street Project



$  38,496

Total Levy:



          $1,269,794

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Ortonville City Council that a meeting will be held on Monday, December 1, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. in the Library Media Center located at 412 2nd Street NW at which time the budget and levy will be discussed and public input allowed.

The City Clerk-Administrator is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to the County Auditor of Big Stone County, Minnesota.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None. 

Resolution 25-69 passed this 15th day of September 2025.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

_____________________                             __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                              Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                            Clerk-Administrator

10.c.*Resolution Approving Proposed 2026 Budget-$2,824,801

Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-70
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED 2026 BUDGET

     WHEREAS, the Property Tax Law requires local governments to adopt and certify to the County Auditor a Proposed Budget by September 30th; and

     WHEREAS, the 2026 Proposed City budget, consisting of $2,824,801 in revenues and $2,824,801 in expenditures, is adopted under the provisions of the Property Tax Law; and

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville that the City Council does hereby approve the Proposed 2026 Budget as filed in the office of the City Clerk-Administrator.

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.

Resolution 25-70 passed this 15th day of September 2025.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

_____________________                             __________________________

Gene Hausauer                                              Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

10.d.*Department of Military Affairs Offer of Armory

The city was notified that as of March 31, 2026 the armory personnel will be vacating the armory building. They are offering the city and county a sale of $350,000 for the armory and $100,000 for the Motor Vehicle Compound. Neither the city nor the county has any interest in acquiring the property, as it will then be offered for sale to the public.  

10.e.*Hiring of Mason Kuechenmeister & Rayvor Sherod-Fire Dept.

Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 24-71
RESOLUTION HIRING FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Ortonville, Minnesota, upon the recommendation of the Fire Chief, hereby the hire of Mason Kuechenmeister & Rayvor Sherod to the City of Ortonville Fire Department.  

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None.

Resolution 25-71 passed this 15th day of September 2025.

APPROVED:                                                                 ATTEST:

________________________                                       ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                              Charleen Grossman    

Mayor                                                                            City Clerk-Administrator

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a. 2nd Reading of Cannabis Ordinance 25-01
The motion was made by Powell and seconded by Dwyer and passed to amend the proposed ordinance subdivision 3:2 Zoning and Land Use for Ordinance of the City of Ortonville. 

Karels moved and Melton seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-72
RESOLUTION APPROVING SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 25-01 REGULATING CANNABIS WITHIN THE CITY OF ORTONVILLE

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ortonville to approve the second reading and the adoption of Ordinance 25-01 regulating cannabis within the City of Ortonville. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None.

Resolution 25-72 passed this 15th day of September 2025.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

______________________                             ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                              City Clerk Administrator

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 9/15/25
Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 25-73
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 9/15/25
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $102,590.10 to be paid. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels. Nay: None: Abstain: None.
Resolution 25-73 passed this 15th day of September 2025.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

____________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                        Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                      City Clerk Administrator 
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 5:55 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                     Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                   City Clerk Administrator                                                          
