COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Library Media Center

412 2nd Street NW, Ortonville, MN
Monday, August 4, 2025
5:00 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call: Mayor Hausauer called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Roll call was taken with the following present: Melton, Dwyer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Absent: Dorry. Staff present: Charleen Grossman, Deb Ellingson, Scott Huizenga and Sam Berger. Media: Mike Swenson. Others: Dave McLaughlin, Mark Strong, Alan Bonsett, Michael Strong, John Strong, Casey O’Malley, Tom Oakes, Mark Brown and Clarissa Blake. 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: ADD: 10.b. Mark Drive Lots, 4.d. Mark Strong, 4.e. Clarissa Blake and 4.f. Tom Oakes.
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Karels and passed unanimously to approve the agenda amendments. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
4.a. Mark Brown-Governors Pheasant Opener
With the Governors Pheasant Opener at Lakeside Park, Sheriff Mark wanted to know exactly what perimeters of Lakeside Park that the Big Stone Sheriff’s department will be patrolling. The governor has his own security for him only. The gathering at Lakeside Park will have to be in a designated area and restricted according to city attorney Dave McLaughlin. Matt Karels said he will talk to Artie and Gloria from the Chamber into this matter.
4.b. Allen Bonsett-NOBO Inc. (Cannabis)

NOBO is looking to expand their business into Minnesota and hopefully partnering with their cannabis industry within the Ortonville community.  Their mission is to improve lives and communities with produced cannabis products of the highest quality. A property at 391 Old Hwy 12 W in Ortonville offers an excellent space to process cannabis. It would eventually employ over 100 people with generous health and other benefits. Allen was inquiring if a special use permit would be needed to convert the building into a indoor cultivation and processing facility. The city attorney will research if a conditional use permit is needed for this facility.
4.c. Dave McLaughlin-Cannabis Ordinance

A motion was made by Powell and seconded by Melton and passed unanimously to approve the 1st reading of ordinance 25-01. 
4.d. Mark Strong

Mark addressed the council that he is one of the owners of the building at 391 Old Hwy 12 W and explained how beneficial it would be to the community for the cannabis business to be able to move in this area and will be cooperative as far as any permits or etc. that would be needed.

4.e. Clarissa Blake

Clarissa from the Ortonville Independent addressed the council if they would be interested in running a full page ad for the upcoming “2025 Big Stone County Community Guide”. It will be a special section that will be published for the Governor’s Pheasant hunt. The ad will connect with people looking for resource information about what our county has to offer.
Berger moved and Powell seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-62
RESOLUTION APPROVING TO ADVERTISE IN THE 2025 BIG STONE COUNTY COMMUNITY GUIDE FOR $525.00

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve to advertise in the 2025 Big Stone County Community Guide for a full colored page for $525.00. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels.  Nay: None. Abstain: Dwyer.

Resolution 25-62 passed this 4th day of August 2025.

APPROVED:                                                    ATTEST:

_____________________                                ________________________

Gene Hausauer                                                 Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                               City Clerk-Administrator
4.f. Tom Oakes 

Tom wanted to know who he could talk to about what guide the city follows on the painting of yellow lines on the curves. He is disputing on the measurements of his property with special assessments. He thinks the engineers need to reconsider on how they measure, especially around curves.

CONSENT AGENDA:  
5.a. Mayor Hausauer asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to be made to the Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
6.a.*Approve Minutes Regular Council Meeting 7/21/25
A motion was made by Berger and seconded by Dwyer and passed to approve the council minutes of the 7/21/25 meeting. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

7.a.
ACCEPTANCE OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE MINUTES AND, WHERE NECESSARY, COUNCIL ACTION ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS:
8.a.*Street-Utility Meeting Minutes 7/21/25
STAFF REPORTS: 
9.a. None
NEW BUSINESS:
10.a.*Community Center Paint Quotes
10.1. Carrick Painting Quote

10.2. Madhouse Concepts Quote
Berger moved and Dwyer seconded that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION 25-63
RESOLUTION APPROVING CARRICK PAINTING QUOTE FOR THE PAINTING OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ortonville to approve a quote from Carrick Painting for the painting of the Community Center in the amount of $14,865.00
Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer, Berger, Powell and Karels and the following voted Nay: None. 

Resolution 25-63 passed this 4th day of August 2025.

APPROVE:                                                      ATTEST:

______________________                         ______________________

Gene Hausauer                                             Charleen Grossman

Mayor                                                           City Clerk Administrator
10. b. Mark Drive Lots

Matt wanted to talk about the undeveloped lots up on Mark Drive. Jeff Hynnek has some interest in putting some new housing in that area. It would have to be engineered and the cost of the city to develop the water and sewer lines would be about $450,000. Now the question is where do we get the money to do this? It was referred to the street-utility committee. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

11.a. 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS:
12.a. Approve Expenditure for 8/4/25
Powell moved and Berger seconded that the following Resolution be adopted: 

RESOLUTION 25-64
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXPENDITURES OF 8/4/25
BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the expenditure as listed in the Council report and on file at the City Clerk’s Office in the amount of $633,602.94 to be paid. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted Aye: Melton, Dwyer, Hausauer and Powell.  Nay: None: Abstain: Karels and Berger.
Resolution 25-64 passed this 4th day of August 2025.

APPROVED:                                                 ATTEST:

____________________                         _____________________________

Gene Hausauer                                        Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                      City Clerk Administrator 
NEW ACTIONS:
13.a.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
14. An executive session was called under the topics of the Homeland Security-FEMA Tree Removal.
Mayor Hausauer closed the regular session and called an executive session to order at 6:40 PM. Mayor Hausauer closed the executive session and called the regular Council meeting back to order at 6:47 PM. No action taken.  

ADJOURNMENT:
15. Meeting adjourned at 6:47 P.M.
APPROVED:                                                        ATTEST:

________________________                              _______________________

Gene Hausauer                                                     Charleen Grossman
Mayor                                                                   City Clerk Administrator                                                          
